


w h e r e 
w e ’ v e
b e e n

In March of 2012, around 60 people showed up for an interest 
meeting of what would soon become Shoreline Church. Packed 

inside a local marina clubhouse, they began to catch the vision of a 
new church in our community. Just a few weeks later, many of those people 

began meeting together regularly as a core group. Seeking to grow in unity and 
gain clarity around the mission, these men and women faithfully prayed, studied 

God’s Word, and prepared for what was to come. 

Meeting in the lobby of a dentist office, at parks, in homes, and at another local ministry’s 
office, this group pushed forward. Uncertain of how everything would unfold, they knew with 
confidence that God was leading and that He would provide what they needed as they needed 
it. This core group continued to grow in purpose and in number throughout that summer as 
they hosted a series of preview services for the community. God was teaching them to do 
something very important: worship and serve together. 

On September 23, 2012, Shoreline Church launched Sunday morning worship gatherings. By 
God’s grace, the church began meeting at the property we currently occupy on Westland Drive. 
The terms of our lease allowed us to launch frugally, and yet the space allowed us to grow in so 
many exciting ways. God’s timing and faithfulness again proved to be perfect. 

Over the last three years, God’s loving care of every detail has continued to be one of the 
prominent themes of our young church. He has brought us amazing people, provided the 
resources we’ve needed, and encouraged us in so many ways. Above all, God has been so 
kind to make His presence evident in the differing circumstances of our journey. In both joyous 
and hard times, God has cared for us. His Spirit’s work among us has been undeniable, and the 
gospel has set deeply into our hearts.

It’s hard to believe that, this fall, we’ve celebrated our 3rd birthday since launching Sunday 
worship gatherings in 2012. Since then, we’ve been amazed at how the Lord has moved among 
us. While we are excited about the future, we must also celebrate all we’ve experienced thus 
far!
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Over 75 baptized over 3 years!



GOD IS MOVING MIGHTILY,  BUT . . .

w h e r e 
w e  a r e 
n o w

Since the beginning, we’ve established God’s glory as our central 
goal. We’ve strived to be a hospital for the hurting, and we’re 

committed to making disciples who make disciples. We are young and 
old and every age in between. We are ministering to singles and families. 

We’re connecting with people of different backgrounds, races, and spiritual 
needs. Yet, we are one body, and we remain committed to our one purpose. Jesus’ 

instruction is to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

As we look to this command and the future of the church, we must thank God for how He has 
led us in the past, while also being attentive to where He’s leading us next. We believe this 
is just the beginning for our church, and we’re anticipating a mighty move of God in the days 
ahead. In fact, it seems that God is orchestrating an exciting new season of opportunity for us 
over the next few months--especially into this fall. This new season will require us to have faith, 
seek the Lord, and make bold commitments.

• We are nearing seating and parking capacity in our two current worship gatherings.

• We have an increasing number of needs with a shortage of volunteers.

• We have more vision than we have commitment and resources.

• We are understaffed for all we’re attempting to accomplish.

• We will soon have to take on the financial obligation of facilities and equipment 
maintenance and improvements.

These are only a few of the things we’re facing. But, God is not finished with us. In fact, we 
believe this is just the beginning. Thus, we must act. There are things we must do. And now is 
our time!



When God created the world, His first three words were, “Let there 
be,” in which He commanded the light, hung the heavens, sculpted 

the land and sea, the moon and sun, and imagined every living thing. 
He spoke humanity into the world, and He gave us a voice--a voice to say: 

“Let there be.”

We bear the image of God, and we carry the grace of Jesus. What He has brought to 
light in us--within the body of Shoreline church--we want to bring to light in the world.

WE WANT TO CREATE THE BEST ENVIRONMENT POSSIBLE FOR THOSE WHO 
STEP ONTO OUR CAMPUS.

We know that, for some, this may be the first time they’ve ever entered a church building, and 
we want it to be a life-changing experience. We want to make it easy for them to meet Jesus.

WE WANT TO CULTIVATE A STRONG AND GENEROUS TEAM.

This includes expanding our staff as our church grows. But, more importantly, it means 
empowering everyone in our church body to serve each other and our city.

WE WANT TO MULTIPLY THE ENTRY POINTS FOR PEOPLE TO STEP INTO A 
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS.

This means strengthening our existing ministries, while also starting new ministries that reach 
additional demographics and areas of Knoxville.

WE WILL SOON TAKE OWNERSHIP OF THE BUILDING AT 9635 
WESTLAND DRIVE.  WE NEED IMMEDIATE FUNDS FOR DOWN 
PAYMENT AND RENOVATIONS.
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WE WANT TO MAXIMIZE SPACE FOR OUR GUESTS.

As our Sunday morning attendance continues to rise, we will need to add more services and 
ask our church family to free up seats during the times when someone new is most likely to 
attend.

WE WANT TO INSTILL A CULTURE OF UNITY, NOT ONLY WITHIN OUR 
CHURCH BODY, BUT IN CHURCHES AROUND THE CITY OF KNOXVILLE. 

We want to be a leading voice in calling together our brothers and sisters in Christ and doing 
more together than we can individually.

WE WANT TO ADVANCE A MISSIONS MOVEMENT, SENDING INDIVIDUALS 
AND FAMILIES OUT TO OTHER CITIES,  OTHER STATES, AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES.

We have already commissioned multiple families to pursue ministry overseas, and we believe 
this is just the beginning.

WE WANT TO STEP INTO A FUTURE BUILT ON FAITH.

We believe God is positioning us to reach an even wider scope of our city.

These desires and efforts are not a means to add to what God is doing. Instead, they are 
affirmations of what He is already doing and our commitment to join Him in His work. We 
believe Jesus is speaking life, hope, and “Let there be.”



After He created Adam, God gave him two things. He gave Adam 
a garden, and He gave Adam the opportunity to name the animals. 

The garden was Adam’s RESPONSIBILITY—to work in and take care 
of. The animals were Adam’s CHOICE; the opportunity to set a future 

into motion for everything around him. Today, God is speaking the words of 
creation to us: “Let there be.” And we believe that, with these words, we have a 

responsibility and a choice. 

To uphold this responsibility, we’re asking each person of Shoreline Church to make a choice 
towards creating this future. 

We know that being in a close community of faith and discipleship is crucial to the unity and 
strength of our church. Thus, for some of us, our choice comes in the form of saying,
“I will join a Life Group.”

We also know that people serving people is one of the greatest ways we can display the hope 
of Jesus. That’s why, for others of us, the choice comes in the form of saying,
“I will commit to serve my church and my community, here with Shoreline.”

We also know that people serving people is one of the greatest ways we can display the hope 
of Jesus. That’s why, for others of us, the choice comes in the form of saying,
“I will commit to serve my church and my community, here with Shoreline.”

And while we know that many are already generously giving to Shoreline, we know that this 
season requires a greater commitment from all of us. Your choice today may be saying,
“I will choose to move towards faithfully tithing or beyond.”

Or, for others of us, God may leading us to step out into a new territory: a new service time, a 
new campus, a new church plant, or even a new country. Today, your decision may be,
“I will go where God is calling me.”

Perhaps for many, the choice may be more than one of these, as our church boldly responds to 
God’s calling. We receive this responsibility. We are making a choice. We are speaking God’s 
words: “Let there be.”
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new people involved in Life 
Groups

new volunteers for Sunday 
morning ministry teams

People to start Hope 
Fellowship in East Knoxville

raised in a one-time fall offering for down 
payment and renovations

individuals and/or family units to 
serve in extended domestic or

 international missions
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We all need to seek God’s will and direction during this important time 
in our church’s history. Ask God what He would have you do. Here are 
some natural and appropriate steps in this process:

BE PRESENT.

Quite frankly, we need your presence during this season, and we 
need you engaged in what’s happening. Attend a Sunday worship 
gathering each week of the “Let There Be” series (9/27-11/15) and do 

whatever it takes to avoid missing “Commitment Sunday” on November 1st. Also, pay close attention to all our 
communications and read all provided information thoroughly. 

BEGIN TO PRAY THROUGH THIS WITH GOD.

The most important thing you can do is pray. Pray about how God wants to use you to be a part of this historic 
season at Shoreline Church. There are two ways to approach your commitment, and we encourage you to use 
the second of these two approaches:
      
1. Based on reason: In this approach, we determine what is reasonable to do based on our own logic. Reason 

asks, “What can I do?” rather than “What does God want me to do?” Living based on reason alone doesn’t 
require much faith on our part.

      
2.  Based on revelation: This approach also requires reason, but ultimately it begs of us to ask in faith, “God, 

what do You want to do through me? What is Your will, God?”

IF YOU’RE MARRIED, BEGIN TO TALK THROUGH THIS WITH YOUR SPOUSE.
      
After each of you have prayed and talked to God about it, share with each other what you sense God is leading 
you to do. Seek His will together, and ask for a unified vision.

DELIBERATELY THINK THROUGH HOW YOU CAN MAKE SACRIFICES SO WE CAN REACH 
MORE PEOPLE FOR CHRIST.
      
The goal is not that we all do the same things, but that we all make equal sacrifices. Thinking through creative 
ways to take steps of faith might allow you to do even more than you thought possible!

MAKE A FINAL COMMITMENT.
      
Make a final commitment to what God is leading you towards. We understand that you may not have every 
question answered at this point, and you may be unsure of how everything will unfold. Regardless, take a step 
of obedience.

LET US HELP YOU. 

As a church, we’ll be here to walk alongside you in the days ahead. We would welcome the opportunity to 
personally discuss your journey and answer any questions you may have. Simply email info@shorelineknox.com, 
and we’ll work hard to be of assistance.

c o m m i t m e n t
g u i d e



m a r k  y o u r 
ca l e n d a r s 
s u n d a y , 
n o v e m b e r  1

“i am also bringing $                                             to the one-day offering.”

Name:

Address:

City:                  State:  Zip:

Phone:

Email:

“I will join a Life Group”

“I will commit to serve my church  
 and my community with Shoreline” 

“I will choose to move towards 
 faithfully tithing and beyond” 

“I will go where God is calling me.”

We’ll turn in our Commitment Cards together in celebration of God’s leading us through this 
journey! Cards will be received through Friday, November 13th. We’ll celebrate together on 
November 15th.
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BRING AN EARLY GIFT.  In an effort to soften the impact of the down 
payment and then complete needed renovations to our facility, we would 
ask that you prayerfully consider bringing an early monetary gift on Sunday, 
November 1st, along with your commitment cards. 

We desire to maintain a reserve of 6 months budgeted giving and thus 
need to bring in approximately $300,000 for our down payment and desire 
to take on approximately $350,000 in renovations. We will be working on 
a campus-wide master plan for our future. What is seen in the renderings 
provided is a possible Phase 1 of that plan. We are aiming to accomplish 
Tier 1 at this time. Funds exceeding our $650,000 raised will allow us to 
move towards other tiers and/or begin paying down debt. 

We understand this is a very big goal. It will take all of us giving generously and sacrificially with God’s help to accomplish it. While 
we believe these to be wise and prudent plans, we acknowledge that, ultimately, God will direct our future. We will be faithful to 
prioritize and take on these projects responsibly as He provides. 

We’ll feature more details, renderings, and project projections over the course of the “Let There Be” emphasis. These numbers are 
estimates and projects will be modified appropriately if the final costs are different from the estimates. 

A helpful giving resource will also be provided at the appropriate time. This will help you think through your commitment and ways 
you can accomplish what God is leading you to give. 

Be reminded that money designated towards our facility is ultimately used to advance our ministries. We need these spaces to 
accomplish all God’s called us into. Everything you give is directly connected to the advancement of our mission. Also, know that 
our current budget supports the other goals we’ve listed in our “Let There Be” emphasis. 

BEGIN FAITHFULLY GIVING IN 2016.   We we would ask that you already begin prayerfully considering and preparing to 
move towards tithing and beyond in the new year. This is absolutely critical in our efforts to accomplish all that God is leading us to.
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DOWN PAYMENT             $300,000

TIER 1  RENOVATIONS:

PARKING/KIDS ENTRANCE              $175,000

WORSHIP CENTER IMPROVEMENTS           $125,000

LOBBY/GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS           $50,000

ONE DAY OFFERING GOAL TOTAL           $650,000

TIER 2 RENOVATIONS:

NEXT GEN SPACE             $100,000

COURTYARD/RELOCATED PLAYGROUND  $100,000



A, B,  C •  FAITH, HOPE, LOVE… LET THERE 
BE  •  LOVE FOR THE AUTHOR SPURRING 
LOVE FOR EACH OTHER. . .   LET THERE BE 
THE PRESENCE OF FAMILY FOR THOSE 
WHO NEED IT THE MOST. . .   LET THERE 
BE  •  SOMEONE WHO CARES WHEN LIFE 
IS SO COMPLICATED… PURPOSE IN THE 
PAIN,  PEACE IN THE WAITING. . .  LET 
THERE BE .  A LIGHT SHINING, L IKE A 
CITY ON A HILL FOR THE CITY THAT WE 
LOVE. . .  LET THERE BE .  WATER IN THE 
CUP OF HIS HAND AND HOPE IN THE 
DEPTH OF HIS HEART. . .  LET THERE BE . 
A CHURCH WHO SINGS HIS NAME AND 
FEELS HIS HEARTBEAT. . .  LET THERE BE .

SHORELINEKNOX.COM


