
Dear Shoreline partners, 

We are excited to announce an upcoming sabbatical for Jason and his family this July.  In April 2012, Shoreline Church 
publicly began a thorough and prayerful “core group” season in preparation of what was to come. Just a few months 
later, we launched weekly Sunday morning gatherings and have seen God do so much ever since. Our Lead Pastor, Jason 
Hayes, had the initial vision to start this work, and he has faithfully shepherded us since our inception as a church. Both he 
and his wife, Carrie, along with their 3 boys have been there every step along our journey. 

From these early days of our church, we have valued a culture of health. We’ve often prayed that we’d be a “hospital for the 
hurting.” God has graciously continued to bring us more and more people, many of whom are in need of health - spiritual, 
emotional, doctrinal, etc. We provide all kinds of ministries to ensure that our church grows in its health. That includes 
worship services, life groups, Celebrate Recovery, counseling, and much more. These are critical, important aspects of 
what we can be excited about!

In addition, we have always worked hard to ensure that our staff and their families remain healthy. We take a number of 
measures to walk alongside our staff in their pursuit of Christ and their service of our body. God has grown our church in 
many ways over the years, which has required 24 hour attention at times. This is why we feel strongly about providing this 
time for rest and refreshment.

We value a sabbatical in order that our leadership might avoid burnout and remain passionate about the important roles 
they have in our congregation. In fact, this has been something that we established in our personnel policy several years 
ago. At that time, we agreed to provide a leave after seven years of service for the Lead Pastor. Thus, we are excited to 
extend a five-week sabbatical for Jason from June 27 to August 1.

A sabbatical is a time of rest. No one can question the amount of activity that we have seen in our church over the past 
several years. And most of that work has been somehow connected to work that Jason has also been a part of. While much 
work has been done, much remains to be done. We don’t view Jason’s sabbatical as a pause for the church in this work, 
but rather a time to continue the work God has for us while he’s gone. We’re eager to hear from other pastors on Sundays 
and to connect with staff regarding various tasks in Jason’s absence. This will be a wonderful season of development and 
growth for our staff and our church. 

To be very clear, we wholly believe that Jason and his family are currently healthy. We believe the same about our church. 
Thus, this isn’t a time away to gain health. Rather, it is a season to promote continued health in the future--for them and 
for us. If you are uncertain as to what that necessarily means or have any questions, you can learn more on our website at 
shorelineknox.com/sabbatical. We’d encourage everyone to read that as it will provide some helpful details. 

We’d ask that you’d respect this time away for Jason and his family. Circumventing this process and trying to call him 
during this time would be hurtful to both them and our church. Of course, we’d ask that while he’s away, you would 
continue to support our church, and even take his absence as an opportunity to increase your support with your presence, 
prayers, service, and generosity. 

Finally, we’d like to also take this opportunity to honor Jason and his family before they step away. You can, first and 
foremost, do that with your prayers. Pray this is a season of rest, reflection, rejuvenation, and sweet memories for their 
family. In addition, we’d encourage you to consider blessing them with a note of encouragement. Beginning this Sunday 
in Connection Point, we will have “Thank You” cards available to fill out. We’ll have a designated basket where you can 
leave notes you’d like to get to them. 

Thanks in advance for your support and for your love of Jason and his family. Great days are ahead for us, and we believe 
this time will position us well for years to come! Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. 
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